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AIR-MAIL SERVICE TO REMOTE POINTS IN TA¥AR ASSR

A. Shashokin, ~Chief
Postal Commmunications Seotion
FRepublic Adminiatration

When the rivers are filied with ice floes or are frozen eolid, more than
hhlf of the rayons of the Tatar Republic are cut off from the republic centers
for leng periods. The Volga, Kamy, and Vyatka rivers are impassabie. In 1948,
regular, mass air-mail flighis were zaxried out to continue supplying the rayons
with printed matter and correspondence. Since airplenes couid not land where
thers were rc landing strips, or during the spring and autwmn msd, they dropped
the mail at designated polants en route. There were 15 of these poimts within
100 kilomstere of Xazan.

The planes dropped mailbags at convenient predesignated landmarks.
The most oomspicucus nlaces vere chosen: MIS farme, mills, rayon hospitals;
all locetsd away from villages but near through roads. The airplanes descended
to within 50 maters of the ground, and postal workers dropped the printed matter
ani correspcndence at five or six spots.

Freight planes werc tsed to traneport meil to the remote rayoms beyond
the Kama. They cexried up to 2.5 tons of mail. The mail was sorted In the
: plane aceording to the flignt route. Workars of the Kazan Dppartment o Mail
* Pransport were in clargs.

Only freight planes dropped mail at great juneticns such as Chistopol',
Yolabuga., Naberezimyye Chelny, amnl Menzelinsk.. Thess planes servsd 26 rayoms.

The freight planes can attain great speeds. Howsver, they were 8lowed-
Aown to 180 kilometers an howr, and brought Aown to a height o 100 heters
before the mail bags were throwa out. ) &
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At big centers, for exauple, Chistopel' with 70 spots, thus plane oircled
the area thres timss before all mailbags could be dropped. Aftsr dropping
the mail, the pilot made wnother circle to find out whether the mall had
reached its objective. Many msn were erployed in collscting ‘the mail ‘since up
%0 50 - 60 pointe usuelly receive delivery. The entire flight, alomg the
route Chistopol' ~ Yolabuge - Neberezhnyye Chelny - Menrelinsk apd the retwm
took 2.5 hours. \

) Rocoipt of mail from the plane was confirmed by telegragh by the dirsctor
of the Peceiving office to the point of origin of the meil.

_ Bince the dalivery of mail is oxpedited dy using planes which do not have
%0 land,the Ministry of Commnications shonld continue the dswelorment of mall
. dropping. . The use of amall parachutes would greatly facilitats this process.
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